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Few days ago 5 Stars Leader Beppe Grillo spoke at Oxford Union (Oxford University

England). The comments of the Italian investigative reporter Jacopo lacoboni

1) The leader of 5 Stars Movement is allied with pro Brexit Nigel Farage and linked to Assange : Is Mr Grillo still an
ultra populist, anti euro, in your opinion?
Yes he is for sure. In my view, the alleged origin of 5 Stars Movement as a left leaning populism is a total misinterpretation -
sometimes sparkled across the foreign media, and even on the Italian ones. 5 Stars Movement in fact
started as an experiment within the networks - a small company's network - in the late 90s from
Gianroberto Casaleggio, an IC manager, who tested a way to form, create and possibly manufacture a
consent within the executives of his small Ic company (it was called Webegg, member of the Telecom
group). When, years later, he went to politics, ha needed a frontman to amplify and boost the dynamics of
Click here to engagement he was since long studying: So he sort of created Beppe Grillo as a politician. Grillo is just a
watch the full | comedian, turned quasi-leader from Casaleggio. When we come to their shared view over immigration,
interview of | gver Europe, Euro, the budget, or the establishment, we find the two of them notably akeen. According to
Grillo at Oxford | former employees at Casaleggio Associates, Grillo never wrote a post on his famous blog: all was written,

Union and tested., at Casaleggio Associates. Both Grillo and Casalgggio father (who in About Agenda
the meantime passed away), were strongly pro League, fascinated from its .
ancient, former leader, Umberto Bossi. Both were and are strongly anti-immigrants. Today Grillo - America Extra
who is not in charge of politics of the 5 Stars Movement, (he never was, because all was managed
by Casaleggio Associates, the new company of Casaleggio) pretends to coming back to his real Do you

work as a comedian. In fact, sometimes he speaks of politics always ranting against Europe, talking [want to
(for example in an interview with Tan Bremmer) of the necessity of a B Plan to get out the Euro if  read past
we are constrained (but nobody, as you know, has in mind to constrain out Italy). So, definitely, yes, [issues of
even in the next campaign he will be sort of a father, for the 5 Stars, calling against Europe, against four

France, against president Emmanuel Macron, adopting a fierce stance against immigrants, and weekly

possibly feeding every sort of bad conspiracy over George Soros (last days a 5 Stars Senator tweetednewsletter

a link to "The Protocols of the Elders of Zion" a famous false document manufactured by the Agenda

Russian czar political police, in order to smear and defamate the Jews across Europe in the America Extra? Click
beginning of the XIX century. This could seem crazy, but this is happening in Italy in 2019). here and download it

2) You are among the best analysts on this Movement: Where is now in issues as No VAX,

No TAP, No TAV? Is there any coherent strategy to manage the Italian government or differences inside the
Movement and with the League? Could this imperil the coalition?

Grillo is pretending he never was a No Vax, but this is absolutely incorrect. There is plenty of No vax propaganda in his
theater shows 20 years ago, but also in many posts on his famous blog, the official place of the (future) 5 Stars propaganda.
No TAP: Alessandro Di Battista, the most prominent 5 Stars political leader, said: "When we will be in power, we will shut
off the works for the gas pipeline in two weeks". They did the opposite, as soon as they went to power they authorized the
TAP. TAV is perhaps the most difficult story. Their ally, the League, which is much more pragmatic - albeit far right on
Europe and migrants - wants to do absolutely the job. The North West in Italy wants the work. But the Movement has hid
hitherto behind an improbable cost-benefit analysis. This only postponed the decision. They are thus totally unreliable both in
our economic affairs and in foreign affairs, in relations with Europe.

3) On foreign policy 5 Stars Movement sides with Maduro, League with anti Maduro. Salvini is allied with Marine Le
Pen and United Russia: what kind of coalition the 5 Stars Movement will be able to get in Europe? Gilet jaunes?
[Venezuela was the first real foreign policy crisis for the yellow-green coalition. because both the League and 5 Stars were
L'Esperi close to Putin (the League formally signed a Pact with Russia). But, as we see in this case, on some

| mento the | things 5 Stars is even more conditioned by Russian influence: It has not been able to detach itself from
- interesting | the dictator Maduro - something that Salvini has someway done: Salvini is linked to Moscow, but he is
book of | also an experienced politician, who on Venezuela preferred to stand with the Western side. The 5 Stars

Jacopo Tacobori

Dott. are dangerous because they are permeable and manipulated by many influences. From this point of
< S Tacoboni | view, if Salvini is allied with Le Pen and Russia, 5 Stars is trying form a group in the future European
pbout 5 Stars Parliament with a far-right Polish party, with a Croatian pro-Putin and anti-Euro party, and with one of

Movement

the Finns parties founded by a businessman in business with the Russian oligarchs. They have a strong
relationship with British ultraconservatives (from Farage and its sponsors of the committee Leave.EU). Steve Bannon said he
met not only Salvini, but also the leaders of the Movement. This pictures an increasingly authoritarian populism, sympathetic
with Trump and the Brit ultraconservatives, hostile to Europe, and friend of Putin's Russia.

About The Author: Dott. Jacopo Iacoboni is La Stampa reporter specialized in populism, disinformation, cybersecurity.
His latest book is L'Esperimento (Investigation on the 5 Stars Movement). He is co-author of the essay for the Atlantic Council
"The Kremlin's Trojan Horses 2.0: Russian Influence in Greece, Italy, and Spain". His next book - the sovereigns to the
governments in Italy - continues the investigation and will be released in April 2019. To contact the author for comment and
critics: info@usitalyforum.com.



https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yAZwQQLHPmC9Oeq0wkZznA-67WcqUSrW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbwcjyoQFYg
https://www.amazon.it/dp/8858130103/ref=cm_sw_r_fm_taa_nDGuCbN4J9DSM?fbclid=IwAR2DYNOhmki33bumLMIRfXY_ORZRkrcBcJ5kW5IwZmtWr9Uq5m40dLOTins



