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Italy: What's Happening to One of the most Important Countries in Europe?
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Geopolitical tensions, oil and gas reserves, and the state of the government coalition in Italy are only some of the
topics that today’s meeting touched on.

ENI, the largest Italian oil and gas company of which the government owns a 30% share,
has presence in several countries whose political situation is dramatically unstable.
Among these, notably, there is Libya, in the south of the Mediterranean. Concerns that the| About Agenda

current political chaos in Libya might be the object of misled foreign intervention have America Extra
been discussed. As one of the major stakeholders in the region, ENI continues to
communicate closely with both the United States and France (Total). Do you

The role of Algeria, as the country with the largest known reserves of natural gas, has been|want to
identified as crucial in providing Europe with an alternative source of gas, especially in read past
light of Gazprom’s potential expansion to the old continent. issues of
Populism, a term with a much debated definition, has also been discussed. In particular, our

American Security |two kinds of populism have been highlighted as the key weekly :
versus Chinese ingredients of the M5S-League coalition. On the one hand, ?\e‘zsftter ”
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Economy: What will |Beppe Grillo’s populism, the “outsiders” populism; on the
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prevail in the Italian |other, Matteo Salvini’s populism, which took the North meriea Txtras Hie
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BRI? League from an old, regional party and made it into a national
phenomenon by reaching out to the South of the country too. There was general
An interesting analysis by [2greement that Salvini might well become the POpllli.Sﬂl in Italy
Dr. Clarissa  |next prime minister, but mixed feelings about th and in Europe
| Spada on the length of his term in office. Topics concerning
#implications of the real economy, such as crippling youth Do you want to understand more

the Belt and unemployment, have never made an appearance | about populism in Italy and in

in Salvini’s agenda and will come back to haunt | Europe? Don't miss our video
him., interviews from our correspondent
The abrupt change in political leadership that | Nathan Greppi:
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Road Initiative
in the ongoing

economic cold war :
between the US and China |Italy has seen over the past year might also have

consequences on its relationship with other
countries, as the recent pledge to the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative has
shown. However, it has also been remarked that Italian foreign policy

Jacopo lacoboni, author of
continues to be a realist one, meaning that friendship with the United States

continues to be a number one priority.
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About The Author: Dr. Francesca Galli is currently a research assistant at the Cato Institute in Washington DC,
where she works on public opinion polling across several policy areas. She is originally from Cremona, Italy, and she
graduated with a first class Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Politics from the University of Warwick, UK. She will
be joining Ernst & Young in London as a business consultant in fall 2019.. To contact the author for comment and
critics: info@usitalyforum.com.
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