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Paola Peduzzi: Silicon Valley and the future of liberal democracy

On Saturday 22nd June the US-Italy Global Affairs Forum participated at the Tech Festival in Venice
organized by the daily newspaper Il Foglio. Since one of the main topics was the threat to democracy
represented by tech giants, we interviewed journalist Paola Peduzzi, Foreign Editor at Il Foglio.

What role Silicon Valley’s major companies had in the current crisis of liberal democracies?

I think they have an mcreasmgly relevant role, and they don’t want to take any responsability for it.

N 3 Despite all the promises of reforms and of a stronger control on contents, there
were still not enough changes. First of all because it’s not convenient for them.
But we are also part of the problema, because even though we criticize the social
media we still use them, we still haven’t really changed our behaviour.

Which is Italy’s role in the current battle between liberal and populist movements?

Italy is a very specific “laboratory”, because it combines a long-standing populist party, the League,
with a newborn one, the Five Star Movement. The problem is that other parties, including the center-left
Democratic Party, have courted the Five Star Movement in the recent past because they thought they
could shape it, bpt that didn t'happen. In the meantime, the League fights his own About Agenda
battle, using its ideology and its symbols any moment.
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What are the most important problems that liberalism must fight in Europe

Do you
and, more specifically, in Italy? want to

read past
Liberalism is living a critical phase, it has become a controversial term, till the issues of
point that even French Prime Minister Emmanuel Macron doesn’t use it. After the |°Y
results of the recent European elections, we need a new European autonomy. :eevitllztter

Europe must defend this political model by carrying out reforms and demostrating | Agenda America Extra?

that it can bring concrete improvements in our lives. Click here and
download it

About The Author: Dr. Nathan Greppi is a journalist who graduated in cultural heritage at The State University of
Milan. He is a contributor for the official magazine of the Jewish Community in Milan, besides writing about pop culture
for a few online magazines. He writes mostly about Jewish and Israeli issues, politics, cinema, literature and comics.
Currently he is helping the US-Italy Global Affairs Forum managing the Books section of the weekly newsletter "genda
America". To contact the author for comment and critics: info@usitalyforum.com.
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