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Hlicit Traffic Inside Italian Seaports: towards new solutions.

A Closed Doors Event in Washington.

Italian seaports play a clear strategic role in the Mediterranean region, as they rely on thriving routes that
connect them with key countries and areas, such as the Suez Canal. It is common knowledge that Italian ports
vaunt a remarkable potential on the European and the global stage, which, if capitalized upon, could bring

countless advantages to the country’s economy.

However, it should also be noted that both local and foreign organized crime groups have shown a particular
interest in these ports — regarding them as key infrastructure to gain control over, where their illicit traffic can
flourish. This makes ports vulnerable and subject to tight controls in an effort to curb organized crime, and

therefore inevitably affecting their own primary function.

Threats like drug trafficking, smuggling of cigarettes, firearms trafficking, irregular migration do not solely

affect border crossings, like seaports in this case. Ports are border crossing points
and as such, represent points of inspection on behalf of the various authorities
operating within them. Furthermore, ports are equipped with technology capable of
identifying threats and detecting suspicious substances that may render the illicit
smuggling of a given shipment more difficult. For this reason, in several cases,
criminal groups may opt to engage in their activities in coastal areas far away from
ports.

The choice of the theme of port security stems from the necessity of raising
awareness of an often overlooked topic, which considering the geography of Italy
and the presence of strategic ports, deserves to be studied more closely. Its analysis
will allow to identify both the strengths of the Italian port system as well as the
aspects that can be improved on in order to guarantee more secure ports.
Consequently, it is of paramount importance to find a sensible balance between the
needs of both the security and the commercial sectors.
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The present report is the result of an extensive fieldwork activity throughout Italian seaports. It also led to the
draft of various recommendations, chief among them the necessity of reinforcing the cooperation between the

private and public sector.
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