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Weekly Analisys

Mediterranean Dialogues 2018 — Rome, ISPI

The 4th Edition of MED — Mediterranean Dialogues 2018 hosted in Rome the 22nd of November by the prestigious
Italian ISPI, is an annual conference and, in the organizers words, a "global hub for high-level dialogue" aimed at
policy-makers and experts with a clear goal: "to lay the groundwork for mutual understanding and trust building among
regional actors" on current trends and challenges of the Mediterranean region.

This Report offers insights, data and analyses of political, socioeconomic and security dynamics. Agenda America
Extra highlights a major geopolitical issue and the increasing role of Italy to bring entrepreneur culture and to exert a
positive economic influence in the Mediterranean coasts. This Report presents in the first section "Natural gas in the
Eastern Mediterranean: a driver of development". It’s a smart analysis, which focuses on the complex balance of the
political, economic, cultural and contingent factors that involve mainly Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, Greece and Italy,
with the EU participation, in the ambitious project of a Gas hub through the Mediterranean Sea.

All the above countries will create a gas pipeline through the Mediterranean Sea, About the author
which will compete with the Russian supply. This analysis is a rational map which
hints of the main factors of stability and risks, opportunities and threats. It was made
even more complete with a reference both to the Turkish military threats to Cyprus,
originated by Erdogan's dream to control the Mediterranean region and Cyprus gas
resources and on the other side the Hezbollah threat from Lebanon to Israel. As we
are aware that Turkey and Hezbollah are politically closer to Iran.
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Another paper, "Time for EU engagement in Gaza", deals with the instability threats

coming from the southern Mediterranean region. However, this analysis — besides Affairs Forum.
the objective numbers, might give the impression to bring back the narrative of To contact the Author
Hamas, while its proposal for a solution are featuring a rather European-centric for comments and

approach to the situation that does not help to understand the more in-depth real
dynamics between the Hamas movement and its paradoxically hostage Gazan
civilians (i.e. four generations still “UNRWA refugees”, children used as human
shields in manifestations; ammunition stockpiles in the basements of schools and
hospitals; diversion of resources from civil reconstruction to military scope).
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The Turkey issue is analyzed in an interesting paragraph in "Shifting alliances: a risk of further instability" and the
second section is entirely dedicated to the smart paper "Turkey between ambition and reality". This report helps us to
better understand Erdogan's cultural background and political moves.

The entire second section is rich of data and insights of the Arab world, and deserves a careful reading.

In this instable scenario, however there are some signals of a change for the better. As you can see in the Part 1,
women's achievements in the Muslim world, the seeds of democracy in Tunisia, more culture and growth in tourism
and of course the new Eastmed gas hub project






