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Hlicit Traffic Inside Italian Seaports: towards new solutions.
A Closed Doors Event in Washington.

Italian The “Italian Port Security” study (an analysis written by Clarissa Spada, Francesco Marone and edited by
Lorenzo Vidino) focuses on the impact of various forms of illicit trafficking — such as cigarette smuggling, drug
trafficking, migrant smuggling - and jihadist infiltration inside Italian seaports. During the discussion, in which
both Italian and American experts participated, researchers Lorenzo Vidino and Clarissa Spada presented the
findings of their report, which aims at finding a proper balance between security and business necessities.
Holding a strategic position in the Mediterranean area, several Italian seaports are key maritime business
partners for several countries. Therefore, the scope of the report and the discussion was to raise awareness on the
necessity to protect Italian maritime frontiers from illicit trade, which can have a substantial negative impact on
seaports’ growth and competitiveness.

The discussion also focused on the jihadist threat. Italy has been one of the few
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European countries that have not been hit by a terrorist attack in recent years, a result
that is largely due to the work of the Italian counter-terrorism community and a solid
legislative framework. Furthermore, Lorenzo Vidino pointed out how there are no
factual evidence of any large-scale jihadist infiltration through Italian maritime
frontiers. Moreover, with regard to the nexus between organized crime and terrorism
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raised by some of the participants, Lorenzo Vidino highlighted the potentiality of Kee;gzﬁer

this link but stressed that there is little actual evidence at the prosecution level. Agenda

Italian criminal organizations are unlikely to cooperate with jihadist groups or America

individuals and, when it has occasionally happened, it was mostly unconsciously.  [Extra? Click

Operating under a strict cost-benefit analysis, they fully understand that such here and

cooperation would attract substantial law enforcement attention and would therefore [download our interesting
be bad for business. newsletter! .

Then, the second session shed light upon the most recent modi operandi utilized by Italian and foreign organized
criminal groups to smuggle illicit and illegal goods into Italy. Trends mostly vary based on the type of traffic:
while southern seaports are the most used by Apulian and Albanian groups for illicit whites trafficking - brands
manufactured legitimately in one country, but smuggled and sold in another without duties being paid -,
northern seaports are mostly used of drug trafficking, and in particular for cocaine. Clarissa Spada pointed out
how over the last few years, the Calabrian "Ndrangheta conquered the control of the 80 % of the cocaine
trafficking in Europe first by using its historical stronghold, the port of Gioia Tauro, and then the other seaports
in North Italy — such as Genoa, La Spezia and Livorno — and North Europe. The corruption of seaport workers
and security guards is one of the most successful expedients to let cocaine entering the Italian territory. The
choice of this strategy stems from the larger infrastructure of which northern seaports are provided and through
which cocaine trafficking, usually carried out through containers, can double — or even triple - its turnover.
Participants agreed on the necessity to take up a comprehensive approach at the time of examining one traffic
rather than another since, as also showed in the analysis, there is often an interlink among all various trafficking,.
Participants also acknowledged and endorsed the fundamental importance of a reinforced cooperation between
the public and private sector in the fight against illicit trade.
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